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when incautiously applied, even becoming involved in what appears to be paradoxical contradictions, these experiences disturb the course of thought and incite it to the pursuit of the orderly logical connection of these experiences. We shall now devote our attention to some of these processes.
Even, though the well known statement of Herodotus* were wanting, in which he ascribes the origin of geometry to land-surveying among- the Egyptians ; and even though the account were totally lost2 which Eudemus has left regarding the early history of geometry, and which is known to us from an extract in Proclus, it would "be impossible for us. to doubt that a pre-scientific period of geometry existed. The first geometrical knowledge was acquired accidentally and without design by way of practical experience, and in connection with the most varied employments. It was grained at a time when the scientific spirit, or interest in the interconnection of the experiences in question, was but little developed. This is plain even in our meager history of the beginnings of geometry, but still more so in the history of primitive civilization at large, where technical geometrical appliances are known to have existed at so early and barbaric a day as to exclude absolutely the assumption of scientific effort.
All savage tribes practice the art of weaving-, and here, as in their drawing, painting, and wood-cut-
* Hero&otw, II., 109.
* James   Gow, A Short History   of   Greek Mathematics, Cambridge,   1884, p. 134.mholtz, Erhaltung der Kraft.   Berlin, 1847, p. 14.e 59.7.
